To:  McGrath,  Shaun[McGrath. Shaun@epa.gov];  Card,  Joan[Card. Joan@epa.gov];  Smith, 

Paula[Smith. Paula@epa.gov];  Gray,  David[gray.david@epa.gov];  Maier,  Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov]; 
Levine,  Carolyn[Levine. Carolyn@epa.gov]; 

'R8_documentation_unit_leader@epa. govTR8_documentation_unit_leader@epa.gov’] 

From:  Russo,  Rebecca 

Sent:  Tue  9/8/2015  9:54:07  PM 

Subject:  FW:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data,  Graphs  and  Documents  Stemming  From  Gold  King  Mine 

Incident-  September  8 


Region  8 Congressionals  have  been  notified. 


'Jonathan_Davidson@bennet.senate.gov';  'j  ohn  whitney@bennet.  senate  .gov' ; 
'rosemary_rodriguez@bennet.senate.gov';  'sebastian_dawiskiba@bennet.senate.gov'; 
'laura_sherman@bennet.senate.gov';  'tim_prowitt@bennet.senate.gov'; 
'chuck_poplstein@gardner.senate.gov';  'betsy_bair@gardner.senate.gov';  'Swager,  Curtis 
(Gardner)'  <Curtis_Swager@gardner.senate.gov>;  'jennifer_loraine@gardner.senate.gov'; 
'nicole_frazier@gardner.senate.gov';  'betsy_bair@gardner.senate.gov';  'Hansen,  Chris  (Gardner' 
<Chris_Hansen@gardner.senate.gov>;  'Marcus,  Darlene'  <Darlene.Marcus@mail. house. gov>; 
'tim.martin@mail.house.gov';  joshua.green@mail.house.gov';  'bette_arial@lee.senate.gov'; 
'derek_brown@lee.senate.gov';  'mike_freeman@lee.senate.gov';  'Webster,  Gary' 
<Gary.Webster@mail. house. gov>;  'dell.smith@mail.house.gov'; 
'gordon.larsen@mail.house.gov';  'Madsen,  Cam'  <Cam.Madsen@mail.house.gov>; 
'nicholas.zupancic@mail.house.gov';  'william_swadley@hatch.senate.gov'; 
'melanie_bowen@hatch.senate.gov';  'ed_cox@hatch.senate.gov'; 
john_tanner@hatch.senate.gov';  'Berg,  Kelsey'  <Kelsey.Berg@mail.house.gov>; 
'wade.garrett@mail.house.gov';  'Miles,  Colton'  <Colton. Miles@mail. house. gov>; 
jeff.oneil@mail.house.gov';  'Aaron'  <aaron.serna@state.co.us>; 
'Brandon_ashley@indian.senate.gov';  'Mike_andrews@indian.senate.gov' 


Rebecca  A.  Russo 

Region  8 Congressional  and  Intergovernmental  Liaison 

Office:  303-312-6757 
Cell:  303-204-1930 


From:  Russo,  Rebecca 

Sent:  Tuesday,  September  08,  2015  3:53  PM 
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Subject:  EPA  Releases  Additional  Data,  Graphs  and  Documents  Stemming  From  Gold  King 
Mine  Incident-  September  8 


Hi  all, 

The  agency  will  soon  be  releasing  new  sampling  data,  data  trend  graphs,  and  additional  public  records 
relating  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  incident. 


What  new  documents  are  being  released? 

EPA  is  releasing  the  agency's  plan  for  notifying  stakeholders  with  Gold  King  Mine  updates.  EPA  is  also 
releasing  a memo  directing  senior  agency  leadership  to  review  plans  for  downstream  notifications  after 
potential  future  releases,  and  an  interim  guidance  memo  regarding  the  agency's  work  at  mine  sites 
across  the  country. 


These  documents  will  be  posted  at  www.epa.gov/goldkinqmine 

• Sept.  4 memo:  "Interim  Guidance  for  Continuation  of  Work  and  Development  of  List  of  Superfund 
Mining  and  Mineral  Processing  Sites" 

• Sept.  4 memo:  "Review  of  Regional  and  Area  Contingency  Plans  for  Downstream  Notifications" 

• Sept.  7 planning  document:  "Gold  King  Mine  Stakeholders  Alert  and  Notification  Plan" 


What  new  data  is  being  released? 

New  data  posted:  http://www2.epa.qov/goldkinqmine/gold-kinq-mine-data-september-8-2015.  The  data 
cover: 


• EPA  sediment  samples  collected  on  9/1  from  locations  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers. 

• EPA  surface  water  samples  collected  on  9/2  from  locations  in  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers. 

• EPA  surface  water  samples  collected  on  8/31  from  locations  in  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers. 

• EPA  surface  water  samples  collected  on  8/27,  8/29,  9/1 , 9/3  from  locations  in  the  Animas  and  San 
Juan  Rivers. 

• EPA  sediment  samples  collected  on  8/31  and  9/1  from  locations  along  the  Animas  Rivers. 

• EPA  sediment  samples  collected  on  8/27and  8/28  from  locations  along  the  Animas  Rivers. 

What  do  the  trending  graphs  show? 

Today  EPA  is  posting  graphs  to  show  the  trending  concentrations  of  ail  24  metals  in  surface  water  over 
time.  These  trend  graphs  were  created  from  pre-event  and  post-event  data  posted  to  this  website 
between  August  10,  2015  and  August  30,  2015.  EPA  is  posting  576  graphs  to  show  the  trending 
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concentrations  of  metals  in  surface  water  at  the  24  sampling  locations  where  five  or  more  samples  have 
been  collected. 


The  trend  graphs  were  created  from  pre-event  and  post-event  data  that  show  the  conditions  of  the 
Animas  and  San  Juan  watersheds.  Each  sample  was  analyzed  for  24  metals,  including  arsenic,  cadmium, 
lead  and  mercury.  The  trend  graphs  shows  the  concentrations  of  dissolved  metals  rather  than  total 
metals,  based  on  the  pre-event  and  post-event  data.  Concentrations  are  expressed  in  the  dissolved, 
rather  than  the  total,  form  of  the  metal  because  the  dissolved  is  a better  predictor  of  harm  to  human 
health  and  the  environment.  (Note  that  the  RSLs  for  some  metals  like  calcium,  potassium,  sodium  and 
magnesium  are  not  listed  on  the  trend  charts.  These  are  common  metals  derived  from  relatively  high 
soluble  minerals  such  as  calcite  (calcium  carbonate)  and  sodium/potassium  salts  and  therefore  no 
recreational  screening  levels  were  calculated.) 


The  metals  were  compared  to  Recreational  Screening  Level  (RSLs).  RSLs,  established  by  EPA,  are 
health-based  concentrations  for  each  metal  based  on  exposure  during  recreational  use. 

For  each  metal,  the  trend  graphs  illustrate  that  concentrations  are  significantly  lower  than  RSLs.  The 
graphs  also  show  that  concentrations  for  all  24  metals  in  surface  water  are  consistent  with  pre-event 
conditions. 

The  graphs  are  available  on  the  surface  water  sampling  map  at  http://www2.epa.gov/aoldkingmine/data- 
gold-kinq-mine-response. 


Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 
Rebecca 


Rebecca  A.  Russo 

Region  8 Congressional  and  Intergovernmental  Liaison 

Office:  303-312-6757 
Cell:  303-204-1930 
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